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Right Honourable, - 
on=_=zS N the ficlt entrance upon great 
YH Actions, 1t hath been the:uſe b 
AR Ix of good men to. begin at the 
= Santnary, and there to. _ | 
ofthe Lord a: right way, 
kriowing that whatever: be:the wats Id 
Men , ' yet the ſucceſſe and ibleſfing muſt 
be from God alone, A courſe which: ho- C 
nourable perſons amongſt | the Hombes! 
{have ſomnetlitie uſed”, 'as Scipio , in Con- 
ſtations of Stete, webt' 'farſt to the Ca- 
pztol, and then to the Senate, You 
were pleaſed i in the great work which you! 
lbave undertaken, thus to doe, and what 
buſineſſes you are to proſecute by the 
l concurrent Counſels and Serwices of Men , 
tb conimend firſt to the favor and bleſli ing 
A 2 of | 


ms 


_— PRTER——_— 


i ' The Epiſtle Dedicatory: | 
of God, Wherein having uſed my poor 
ſerwice, you were pleaſed fo far to accept 
[of it, as to defire to -haye it made more 
publick. Hereunto I was the more cafily 

rſiwaded that the great and good ex-| 
{ample of Nehemiah might be: ſtill before 
|your eyes, both to dire&t you in your 
Hozourable undertakings, and to comfort\ 
you in your #7#ation thereof, The Lord 
be pleaſed {o to remember you for good, as! 
by his Counſel to dire&, and by his bleſe' 
| ſing to reward, what cver you go about in| 
conformity to his will, and in purſuance 
ofhis glory. To his moſt gracious proteSii-' 
on 1 cominend your perions and enterpri- | 


+ _ . FourFaithful Servant | 
| _ inthe work of the Lord, 
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{2 NEHB. 199e, fon | 
emember me, O'myGo8, for ood,” + 
Reeraber my Om YN; 1 -: 


Hough all Sarzts have all the-Mem- 

| bers ' of the zew mar , and all the 
-.* Graces of Chrift faſkiioned' if thi | 
..._ (for there are no'@Hon#ers inhis | 
=> body,)Fohn 1,16. yet#s fi chem- 
tural body, ſome excel in ſight, or hearing, or ſwift- | 
neſs, or trength, or beauty ; ſo in the nite; one 
excelleth in one grace, another in atiother;/actord-' 


ing as the Spirit is pleaſed diverſly ro:diftribiite his 
gifts utito men, 1 Cor. 12. 11, Epheſ| 4.7. Abrabam 
1s renowned for Faith, 1faac fur Meditation-;- Facob , 
\Solomonfor wildom , Moſes 'for Mecknels;'Phive a 
for Zeal, David for Devorion,: Mayyfor Lbyt: Na- | 
thaniel for ſingleneſs, and''as ſume are' more crhi- | 
nent then others in ſpeciall graces, ſo likewiſe in 
(anon fervices:Foſhaah _ @ Warrior,Huſhai for a | 


_ Counfel-| 


| 2 {| TheCrownofGreat Attions, 


' 
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. { Counſellor , Solomon for a Governour, Paul for a 
| Preacher, and in this Baok Nehem:ah for a wiſe 
| and a valiant Manager of great and honourable 

| Adgi$ns. +7 \s I Cs | 

* Ewould ſend a Worldling to read Eecleftaftes, 
to learn the Vanity of the) Creature ; a Lover of 

Chriſt, to S_—_ E af 3 = _—_— perſon, to 

| Dawyd--w{almsg-a0 Allied 'perton ,+to_Fols 

Cre en Eos 

a Backſlider in Faith, tothe Hebrens ; a Moraliſt, 
bs the Proverts; a Juſtitiary and Legaliſt to the 

{| Romans and Galatiarzs;, a Libertine, to Fames , 
Peter and Fude ; z SqpkdietrdiFeſþo and Fadpes',, 

| a manthat, would, rudy Gogs providence, to Eſther ; 
and thoſe Whogoe out great undertakings. to the | 

| reading ofthis Book of Nehemiah.: ' UT 

& 44 hergAre many things: which ſuch meg may | 

e ] "gale thous, 23 And | 

7} begapſc he deos Giod1o-remienter; them, ih ſhall | 

/ nat Japk. upon i4'as. 8:doparting from! my Text , if 


« 


WE, upan this folenm occaſion, do a line rejmen- 


* + 


. 
w © « 


ber them likewile; and conſider of whar uſe they. 
may. Utgfyons ::! 5373008 22119 RO-050075:152 
| .;4+:/@þlervc his tare of Foreitand remoreripprelt;ul 
gence and correſÞohdenee ; when he was in Saſha, { 


he madeengquiryef the ſtate of his 2rethzex in Fe- | 
| EE j« F253; Youtharundertaks great 
| AuonzmN rbbs pegialiycarcfulrd.haveaceurate. | 
and, diſlinG, intefigences; Your have no Þifþ als þ 


! ; 

| Ang you to-ſave mg 2 Kings 6.12,1] 
ILY "e.g NOAF As. Kove” Hhjtorran faid of Princes, 
Cycoped | og ROD OY fin IE cans: } 
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need have many eyes and many. ears -in many parts 
of the World, roſce and -hear by them , what 
you catmor by your ſelves. Abrahams intelligence 
| recovered Lot, Gey. T4: 14, 16." "Rebecca her in- t 
telligence ſaved -Farob,Geu.27.42.The intelligence 
which the Spres brought, animated 7ſrael, Fab. A. 
23,24. Abigails imelligence ſaved Nabal,r Sam. 
25. 14. | Huſba!'s imelhgence preſerved* David , 
12 Sant." 17. 15,22, | _— man by ſpcedy intel- 
ligence is enriched , is delivered: it was the way 
whereby Foſhua overcame the Kings of Caxaar , 
Foſb. 10. 9; by coming ſuddenly upon rhem ; be-) 
fore they: could Have 1arelligence of it; and in | | 
like manner-, Abimelech-difcomfited Gaa? by the | 
benefic of ſecret intelligence, Fas. 9. 30, 31 J 

Co 

2. His extraordinary love; zeale, and tender. | 
heartedneſs rowards his Comtrey , and, the' honour 
thereof; and his zealow prayer unto 'God night 
and day for it, Chap. 1.4 , 6. Men of great and 
remote zmployments,ſhould be very carctul by their 
vigilancy,to-prevent any reproach and 7jury apaitiſt | 
the Land of their Nativ#ty , and't6 manage all | 
cheir dealings with ſuch hozovr and 7ztegrity,a5 thar | 
the very Nation which brought them forth , may 
have renown in the remoreſt parts -of the world. 
Deut. 4. 6. Keep the Statutes and judgements which 
the Lord commanded , [aith Moles, and dbe them ; 
for this is your wiſdom , aud your underſtanding in the | 
| [tght of Nations , which ſhall bear all theſe Statutes, and | 
ſay,ſurely this great Nation 1s a wiſe' and #ndeiflaind-| | 
| 71g people. ans. { | 

| B 2 . 3, His] 
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410 6 3+; His not being contented with his own honour 
| afid gregtzeſſe , who was.in {o near attendance u 
| the greateſt ,prixceron the, Earth , and was ſure 
| <pough OY in plezty and.:proſperity himſclt , 
| though. his Brethren-were) in afflition., Bur. his 
improving that; intereſt for the ſervice of communt- 
| Reand oe Marneutar comfort of Gods people. : Men 
Ine \Exear d, pullick 4ndertakings ,ſhould nor look 
| ancly after; narrow ; atid domeſtzes] zntereſts:, bur 
| ſhop]d make ule of their own; greatreſſe , power \, 
wealth, prevalency with potent perſons, tv do reall 
{offices of Love and Service to the,poor Church of. 
\ | God... Eftber,raight pollibly have iIfved in ſplendor 
þ \apd.rojall. a/chp,thowgh her people had been de- 
| ſtroycd. ; bur ſhe chuſerth [rather the danger of 
periſhing , then to negle& their ſalvation. Jf 7. 
per Al oP, 7:jþ, Eb. 4. I 6s: Andſo Hoſes choſe 
rather, ati; flzon with. the . people of,-God ; the: 'to be 
called the on Pharaohs daughter, Heb.31 1.2425; 
N?ture hath implanted even mn ſenſcleſs and.inani- 
mate creatures, ſuch a Ipte of community , as makes 
| them forget their own proper me#/ous,.to preſerve 
q.  |ehemwholefromyiolence or reproath.. How much 
;  [moreſhould we'layto heart publick evils,even then 
when our own condition may ſeem proſperous.> | 
| | 4 His prudent vigilancy in viewing the fate of | 
| the City "295g \and;then imparting;his commiſ” 
n—-- . | fo» to, his-Brethrez, Chap. 2.13, 38... In great 
| works - perſe onall prudence and 10yat communication k 
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| {are ingularly neceſfaryfor the happy manage- | 
| metit of them.: For zz the nultitpde of Counſellirs i3 | 
j . | eh 1, 14. er So oak 
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[ | The Crown of great ations, | 


[the chemy ,- and drawing in his Brethrex into an u- 


- 5- His piows courage animating. his Brethren , 
bearing 'up himſelf againſt exuiou aſperſfions of 


nanimeus: ſociety in great'and honourableworks'; 
and all'upon greuzds of Faith ,/ giving aſſurance of 
aivine help, Chap. 2. 17,18, 20. & 3. per totum,& 
4:1,5,14.  Faithis a foundation of courage ( no 
grace ſo valiant as that ,, Heb. 11..33,34+:1-Fohp. 5. ! 
4.) and Courage a foundationof conſtancy, 2 Tim. 
4.17,18, And therefore Faith and fortitude are 
neceflary graces for thole who will go with reſolu- 
tion through great and difficult undertakings. And 
thercin a ſpecial wiſdom to. work all in a. ſweer 
and amicable concurrence ,todrawone way:, and 
to joyn with ſpeciall accord,hearts aud bands in the | 
ſame work ; for differences and diyifions will un- 
joynt the frame of 'preat ations, andas a breach in 

ine unto adverſaries an occaſion 


— 


of advantage. -- ' Thr © 2H UE 
_ 6. His wiſe diſcovery of adverſe counſels and 


preparations, Chap. 4. 8,9, 15. There never was 


| any: groat' enterpriſe - without. ſpec:all oppoſition. 


Zoxobabel met-with mountainous obſtruftions: in: 
the :oreat | wor which he went about, Zach... 4. 
7. {( onely- theſe Obſtruftions are more- fecret-; 
and; viſible then Mountains ; and "there 
fore men that'<ngage in great works , muſt ever: 
have their \ eyes ranning. ro:and fro ro diſcover 
dangers, thar they may. prevent them ,. Prov. 


22. 3» | | 
-.7. His ſpecial cate upon all: emergent occaſions, 


rocall the people togerher. for new and further 
Bey counſels, 


— 


- 


.6 | -TheCrownofpreat ations... 
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lx 5, In great employments which pa 


counſels, Chap. 4.19, 20. Great buſineſſes being 
full of varicty. of incidentall and cixcumſtantiall 
contingencies, wilt frequently call for further reſo- 
lutions and renewed conſultatrons , Will like- great 
Veſlels many times ſpring a leak, and require im- : 
mediate application of remedies, . And therefore 
it is a part of neceſſary wiſdom, as ingreat Ctres , 
{o ingreat 4810ps,; to have Phifptians always with- 
incall, who may timely adviſe upon all needfull 
expedicnts for ſafety, Tudy. 19.30, , _ .. 
. '$, His indefatigable labour night and day, be- 
wearicd patience toiall the people ,, Herſe 22,23; 
And allgrear Aarozs will require this part of felf- 
denial. ' Aman cither of jenſualor fluggifh princi- 
ples , is very unfit for theqanagement of any ar- 


facrifice his beloved Son, and yet Abraham roſe up 
early to go about it, Ger. 22.3. 
9. His compaſſionate zeale mixed with wiſ- 
dom; impartiality,” and felf-denial, for ;the poor 
which were opprefied, rebuking the oppreſſors, and 
forbearing his ownyult adowazces, and preventing 
the injuries of /erva/ts and officers , Chap. 5. 14, 
G through 
many mens hands ir 1s ncither impoſſible nor: im- 
probable, for /»0:excy many times to ſuffer , and 
much wrong to be done , and that redu#:Le , even, 


ingnot. onely a commander , but, an example of un- | 


dnous and wetghty affairs, | It was a great buſi-| 
neſſe but one would think a {ad one, for a man to | 


by = men themſelves, if their cars be roo 
nmc 


was in the:caſe of Zia and Mephiboſheth, 2 Sap. | 
_ 16.1,4, 


—IIIEY | O— — re Sermon oo. - . I "OSny — 
FR 


open to miſrepreſentarions z as we ſec it i; 


| [be uſed, torequire al! officers todo the things be- 


From ; els is hor only a bar and obſtruction to: all 


| the! building” 6f- the Temple, and (God (gave im- 


 TheCromnofgreat ations. 


:6.1 .4 Vnleſs muchcare , wiſdom; and'courage 
longing unto -them 5s with Juftzce and expedition. | 
rhe'carc of your poor Breth/epz a-duty which £4- 


poſtles themtelves- have put one another iti; minde 
of,Gal.2. 10. You-cannot be without many: of- 


Widows, poor Children : it would be. a work: of 
a ſweet ſavor to God, to have a ſteady ſtock going 
for the advantage of theſe, as well as of the Aer- 
chants. Their Prayers may be wind in your Sarks, 
and ' bring down a &lzſſizg oh -all your. woder- 
takings. '' ts os 27H 

' To. ' His bounty to the work, He bought 20 Land. 
but ſpent himfelt upon the ſervice,and upon hoſpr- 
(Ee the people » Chap. 5. 16, 17, 18.'- Cove-: 


bowourableandertakings,but doth miſerably corript 
and ſpoil them by a ſelf-ſeekrny manduement , when 
mendrive on and'interweaverdomeſtical zatereſts, | 
-undet the ſpecious'prerence of :publich good. 't: And 
thereforeallgreat works do require greatand large 
bearts, forthe —_— of rhem.”: It was a une 
work., the ' building of the: $4zfuary ,: and the 
Lurdbravegreatneſs of heart to the people:ro con- 
{ribute tnto It; E£x0. '3 64:5. gar Ing, penis, 1 | 


menf Jargeneſſe of heart ro-Davidand his Princes | 
in offering thereunto-: For the ſums offered, were: 


———— 


ſogrcat as ſurpaſſed the tteaſures vfiany';vther. 
alt ET. | | Princes 


c 


And here give me leave ro commend untq- you | , 


Jefs of that kinde-, even amongſt thoſe-who ſerve ! --- -:- 
you in thefe expeditions ; ſick Mariners ,;defolare | -* 


- -  &# ” % F 
L - ce 


| 


Wir . 


R b. lib. 2, 
Ralgh leQ. g. 


Sragiper 


#* ? 
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Vid Biror.4n, 


472.4 1. 
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The Crownof great atttons, 


cepred:; -as the learned Freerwed, and Sir Falter 


c Raleigh have obſerved, dw rNs 4. _ a9; *h | 


[Sce-Ife; 169, ah." + C4 
-<z I» His undifcouraged roxſtency £08 
_ |ingallche {ame andgrs, jg , Prophecies , 
milreparts., andiwicked artifices; purpolely uſed. 


:4he dubdle Enemies, : MN weaken-and. diſhearten | 


:teſoluriansy (Ghap; 6 #*: | 


: None; are, ft for great: 
|coaagrhaace ndr, menf 


1 pirits, whb cannot go through -ex;l report as well | 


2s good, whom tbe integrity of their own ; wer 


c for great avs to beana 


} withoutmich concutrence , ſingular care 15- to. be. 
ufedrhar gol and ne onda _ care, and 
amran;es Prayers £0 be promored 

= tranſact x thax even. 
near: lations, do Dot; rl with Ws) to. ener | 


Princes which we read of , Sardanipalus onely cx- Cx-| 


ip above; the repraaeheyuf enemies TX; 
|'x Cora. 3-23 Cor. 6. 8,910, 6; 01 AG S 
i 12, Hiswiſe and pious care to communicate. | 
' partof the charge unto fairhfull coadjutors., whom 
{he advanced , not barely for their rejation uma: 
him,burfor their pdeluy ang ory b-16 7233); 
'Sincectt is an 


4 - 


4 — 6 of = 


g Aledo pane rin us the £37 Sa ” !- 


_— - 
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— Pt. aro 


13. His) 


: 


nother place, Gol.:4.. 19; wherehocollethus »thar 
[ard was fltersſomto Aornhatoll.j1 4 


| TheCrownofgreatactions. 


"__ 


13. His ſingular zezl for the purity of the peo 
ple of God, that they might be an Holy Seed ; and 
tor the Offices of Gods houſe , that they might 'not' 
be polluted, Chap. 7. - His care of the worſhip of | 
God, Preaching, Praying, Faſting , renewing Cove- | 
zant, reſtoring intermitted Duttes, Chap. 8,:9, 10. 
Of the Chambers {of Gods houſe, that they might 
not bedefiled; Chap.13.7;9, - Of the' Poytions- of 
the Priefts and Levaes, that' they might 'hor'be| 
detained, ver. 10,14. ' Of the Sabbath; that'it| 
might be duly ſanctified , Yerſ. 15, 22. Of the| 
courſes and ſervices of the Priefts and Levites , that| 
they might be appointed, Yerſ. 30, Zr. Of the | 
Holy ſeed,that that might not be by Heathenrfh mar - 
riages corrupted, Verſ. 23,30. Of the Name of 
God,rhat that _ be duly praiſed and glorified ,' 
Chap. 12. By all which we learn,that the greater | 


| mens care is of the ſervice and glory of Goa, the 


fitter eſtruments they areto do great works, and' 


him, and bleſſed him whitherſoe ver he went , 2 King 


k 


on, 2 Chron.,30.35,37. MUPHES 
Laſtly, His ſpecial wiſdome and 'care to heal 
the- fixfull - breaches and diviſions which were 


{ amongſt the people, cauſing them to enter into a| 
; > . C . : 


ſolemy 


OO es | nk _e—_—_—_ 


[the more likely to proſper in the doing of them'; Rymaos mage 
becauſe, They that honor God,he will honor, 1 Sam: 2." Conia _ 
| 30, So longas #zz1ab ſought the Lord , God made firis juftum 
[him to proſper, 2 Chro.26, 5. Hezekiah trufttd the Inpadan ca 

Loyd, and clave to him , and the Lord was With ' teydo Liber, ne- 

2 Kino, / que libidini 
18. 5,6,7. 2 Chron.31.21. But when Fehoſhaphat —_— 
joyned with Abaziah, who did very wickedly', the Augde Civit, 
Lerd brake his ſhips,and difappointet his expediti- DEAL 10s 


: - n_- 


"—;, 


nn CS 


en... 
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P auſan. lib. 10, 
pag 654. Gr. 
Lat. 
Die. Hal. 


Aniquit.lib.7, 
| p.45y.* 
| 
[a Vid. Exon, 
plum Chara, 
, Crafts of Gha- 
, raephoittis aud. 


| Xenephon, lib, 2: 


| Memsrabil pigs 
744, 64+ . Edt. 
Paiſ 1625, 


! TheCGrown of great affions, 


1:02 amongſt thoſe, who are congerned in it, as he 


ſolemz promiſe, to make reparations of all injuries | 
done unto thetr poor Brethrez , and to prevent the | 
reproach ofthe Heathen, Chape 5.11,12, 13. In; 
SICat comparnzes , and great buſineſſes, it is hardly 
polible to carry things on in ſo ſmooth and regylar 
away, burthat ſome differences of judgment may 
ariſe, and cauſe difficulties , breaches , and ob-; 
firucAions inthe whole work ; and as our Saurour 
ſaith of Kingdoms, Cities, Houſes 5 ſo may we of 
compattesabd undertakiygs , that ditiſions will en- 
danger their ſtanding, Matth.12.25. It is one of 
Gods ſoxe judgements, when he intenderh to ſhatter 
and difappornt exterpriſes, to ſend a ſpirit of datvi- | 


| Fudg- 9,23. and between the Hoſt of the £H;4:4- 


'21. Theltke whereuath we read of in Pauſanzas, 
and. in Dionyſauss Halicarnaſſew. In which caſe, | 
' wikeand-prudentmen, as Nehemiah here,will uſe 


did between rthe' men of -Shechem and Alimelech, 


nites, Fudg.7,22.and of the Ammonites , Moatites ; 
and Edomites, 2 Clo, 20.22, 23. And fo he 
threatneth -to do with rhe- Egyptians, Iſai. 19. 2. 
and with the Armzes of Gog and Mages , Exeb. 38. 


their utmoſt indeavoursto heal {reaches , to cloſe 
up div1frons, to prevent miftakes, to finde out expe- 
aexts, wherein all may readily agree, for ithe 
preyentitig of thaſe evils, which differences of| | 
judgement, it not only cured, may; be likely to 
'produce. Inwhich caſe, there is nothing more 
conducent, then mutual muldneſſe , meekiefſe, and 
conteſcenſion.. SO Abraham: healed the breach\ 
which was going to.he made between © his family; |. 

"a 0 and 


_— 


DL / Ay Oc a A 


| ——— 


and the family of Lot his Kinſman, Gey, 13, 7, 8. 
Therefore Rulers are called Healers, 1ſar.3.7. And | 

ſoChri# is deſcribed asa 5ind-rup,and a trength-! 

ner, Ezek. 34.16, And Moſes, the firſt Ruler! 

which God choſe for his people , was the meekeſt at _—_— 
manaliue, Numb.12.3. Certainly meekreſſe is a| wo 
very great orxament, and a very great nſtrament | 

of power. Wemay think that we ſhew our power | | 
{by our ſiffneſſe and inflexiblenefs ; bur itis a great | | 
evidence of power to be of an yeelding and a meet | 
diſpoſition, It ſhews, firlt, a great power whicha|, ... 
man hath over his ownſpirit, which is a work of | avidum Zim 
more power ſometimes then the taking of a Ciry, |4# ſriritun, 
Prov.16,32, Secondly, It ſhews great humility, bam. 
and felf-denial, when as the Apofle ſpeaks, No- dibm Junge, 
thing is done through ſtrife, or Uairrglory , but 11 For fue Po- 
lowlineſſe of minde , each efteemeth other better then Home.yia” 
themſelves, Phil. 2. 3. And do mutually ſubmit unto Philip. Came-| 


one auother in the fear of God. Epheſe. 5. 21. 1 Pet, ho nn. 


5.5. And 72 honour prefer one another, Rom. 12. 10, 
The Apoile made himſelf 4 ſervant to all , and; 
ſtudied to pleaſe all for their good, 1 Cor.g.19,22. | 
Faciet ſapiens, ſaid Seneca , & que non mou , ut LaRanr.lib, 3, 
ad majora tranſitum inveniat. A wite man will ©*7 | 
ſometimes deny his own judgment, in order to a | 
greater good, And it 18 an excellent direfton of | 
| Hilary , -Ex. altenis utilitatitus placere , nec offendere Hilac in. Pal. | 
ex propriis, To be ready to make ir appear unto 5+ 
other men, that I am more deſirous to pleaſe them | 
upon the accompr- of their profit, then ro offend | 
| chemuponthe accompr of mine own. ſhe cogita- | Anti | 
| tones deprimentes ſuperbiam, & texentes charitatem , 'quzit.qu.71. | 
C2 factunt 


—w—— 
—— — te nw 
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T/ſ«fferizg unto his people, Numb.14+-17,18. 


excellent works, vg KS 6, .11.- we ſhall therefore 
 Jextend this prayer 


———_—— 


" For. the former of theſe conſiderations, as the 


| {this the Zord alloweth his 


A 


| ploring of being-remembred by God , in whar-he 


OO 


faciunt onera fraterna tnvicem libentiſſime ſuftiners, | 
faith St. Auſtin. Thirdly, It imitates the ex- | 
ample of Chriſt, who did 7ot leok oz his own 
things, but on the things of others,Phil. 2, 4,5. And 
of the, Lord whom Moſes beſought by an argu- 
ment drawn from his power to be patient and long- 


We have ſeen in Nehemiah , the things which 
he remembred to doe ; and which having done 
them ,, he beſcecheth God to remember. And 
though the- words ſeem to have properly a Retro- 
{p24 onely ro what had been done , yer becauſe 
we finde Nehemiah / praying when he began theſe 


| th ways ;-both as an hum#lle 
repreſentation of his own ſincerity before God , in 
what be had dozes and likewiſe as an humtle im- 


ſhould further do. 


words have a Retreſpe# to what he had already 
done, we ſhall conſider them under a double no. 
tion ; firſt, as the comfort of this good man; ſecond- 
ly:as his prayer.  _ ? | | 

_ As his comfort , he reviewed 'and- looked back 
npon thoſe good works which: God had enabled him 
to do, with much ar "axray and del:ght. And 

his {ervants to do: For 
thongh in ſome reſpe&@ the Apople telleth: us , That 


: [he forgat the things behinde, Phil. 3. 13. As nor 


eſtceming his »orþ finiſhed, or his paceto be- ſlack- 


[ 


ned upon hispaſt acquirements ,"yet 1n regard of 
He comfort, 


"On" OO 
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ray the ſame Apoſtle doth once and again 

[make mention of his former conſ{cionable copwer- | 
ſation, as matter of preſent rejoycing unto him, 
* | 485 24.16. 2 Cor.1.12. I Theſ. 2. 10- 2 Tim. 4-1 
7, 8. So did Fob, I have not concealed the words of 
the boly Oe , Fob 6.10, The conſcience of his 
true faith , worſhip , and conStant obedience to the 
{words of the holy Oze , made him aflured of com- 
fort in his death; and foclſewhere, Chap. 23. 10, 
It,12.& Chap. 31. So Hezekiah, Iſai. 38. 3. 
Yea, Godis pleaſed to mention the good works of | 
his ſervants for their comfort, Fob 1.8. Foh. 1. 47, | 
Af 10,4, Revel.2. 2. And he hath appointed 
Officers on purpoſe to ſhew a man his upriahtne ſs, 
and thereupon to comfort him, Fob 33. 23, 26. 
And hath given every man a conſcience in his 
boſom, to reportthe conſolations of the holy Spi- 
rt, unto wel-doing , and to. be a continual feaſt 
withinhim, Prov..15. 15. As cwnprios an habit 
of prafiical principles, ſo it Lindes us 5 as Twwidvor, 
[a knowledge uf duty dome , fo it comforts us, 1-Foh. 
3, 20, Qui facit preceptum comparat paracle- 
tum. 

The Reaſons hereof are, : 

1. Agodly life hath pardoz of failings ; and 
this is matter of cozfidence , Thar as the husband-| guzicmandue 
man louketh on his Field of Corn with joy , | fa#«deprram 
though he ſee many Weeds amongſt it, and Chaft _— # 
about it : So we may look with joy-on an holy| fr,gnoſcirur, 
Life , though many corruptions are mixed with ir, 
becauſe God doth not remember againſt us the 
1nsquity of our holy things. Pardon of {in is matter | 


of | 


j 


—_— 
_ I 


7 
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to wait upon a godly life,as a proper adjunct there-| 
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of joy, Fſal.32. 1,2. A516. 34. And therefore 
mixture of {in cannot deprive us of itzthe Paſſeover 
was a Feaſt, though caten with bitter Herbs ; and 
a good Conſcience 15a feasi ,though mingled with 
ſume corruptions. Nothing ſpoiledthe Fea# of 
a Paſſeover, but Leavez ; and nothing ſpoils the 
Feaſt of Conſcience , but Hypocriſte, 

2, A godly lite is Gods ownwerk: it is not we, 
but the Spirit of God which worketh in uw , Matth, 
Io. 20, I(w.15.10., Phil. 4.13. And as God 
reviewed his own works with ſpecial delight, ſo 
may we review Gods works in us, with comfort and 
delight : This the Prophet lays as a foundation of 
peace, That God worketh our works for 16, Iſai. 
26. 12, 

2. God hath commanded comfort , firſt or laſt , 


of, Iſar. 32.17. Pſal. 119.165. & 32. 12. Rom. 
14.17, Anditisa wrong to Gods own appoint- 
ment, when we have taken 77 godlizeſs ro ſhut out 
comfort. , | 

4. A godly life honours God, Fohn 15. 8, Lenefits 
men, Tit. 3. 8. And therefore being not without 
Fruit , it 1s not without a foundation of comfort. 
Whena man can ſay , I have finiſhed my courſe, 
ſerved my generation, adorned the Goſpel, theſe 
and theſe are the bettcr for me : Ihave not lived 
like an empty.Y:ze, as an unprofitable burden of the 
Earth ; but Gods end hath been my end, and his 
ſervice my work ; this will cauſe the face to ſhine, 
and the heart to rejoce. : 

Every man would willingly live and die com- 


tortably Jl 


——_— ——_— — DO  4_ 
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fortably ; no way ſo to do, butto lay upa founda- 
'tion of comfort in an holy coxverſation. A wicked 
| man would gladly forget himſelf, and run away | 
from himſclt , Hoc ſe quiſque modo ſemper fupit,| Eucrctine, 
He cannot look backward or 1:ward upon himſelf L 
without guilt and horror. It was therefore good 
counſel of an old Rail, We ſis impius coram te- 
7pſo, Benot wicked in thine own fight, learn to 
reverence thy confcience. (or to;um bon ſorims, 
No ſuch good company as good Conſcience ; 
2 man may then dare to be acquainted with him- 
ſelf, as ſome men have written'the Ruflr of 
their own lives. A Leaper cares not muc for a 
Looking-glaſs, becauſc he ſhall ſee by it norhing 
but his own deformiry. A Baxkrupt cannagt abide 
tocaſt up his accomprs ,. becauſe he ſhall finde 
himfelfſo much worſe then nothing. Bur he that 
hath led an holy Uife , is like a man which hath tra- 
velled over a Leautifull Talley,,and being on the top 
of the H1, turneth about with delight to take a 
view of it again. 7s 

Bur maya man ſo look back on a godly life, as to 
put confidence in the good work thereof > For an- 
fwer hercunto, we areto diſtinguiſh, 
| I. Interrationem condignitatis, @ rationem oy- 
digis : Berween the merit deſerving a Reward L 
which we deny ; and the order and conſequence 
which God hath pur between a good work and 
[the reward , making this mercifully, but yer. cer- : 
| tainly to follow the other , Pſal. 19.11, Prov. 
Fx. 18. 

2. Inter cauſam efſendi & cognoſcendt : — 
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| the cauſe of confidence 4 priort , and the Arge- 
ments whereby to know it 4 poer1or:. 
Our good works are not either the mers or cauſe 
[of our confidence or comfort , but only the Free- 
| grace of God, and perfe# Righteouſeſſe of Chriſt 
beſtowed upou us; yet froma good conſcience and 
| an boly converſation, as from Fruits and Effects of 
| Divine love and grace,we may draw arguments of 
comfort : For 17 the fear of the Lord 15 ſtrong confi- 
dence, Prov. 14.26, 33-2 
8 2, .Theſe words as they bear a retroſpe# unto 
Nehemial/s former a#10ns, arc likewiſe confidera- 
ble as a Prayer, upon me for good. And ſo 
good-men that have done much {ſervice.unto the 
Church of Goa ſhould pray to be rememtred by God 
In favor and mercy : and this prayer 1s | 
I "iy Acceptation both with God, and with his | 
cople. Th 
; "4 That the Lord will be pleaſed to approve} 
of our poor endeavours to ſerve him , and ſmell a 
| ſaver of reſt in our o#laticzs, that he will let us 
%; know that he is well pleaſed with what we have 
done, that we may cat and drink with joy , when | 
God accepteth of our works, as the Wiſe man ſpeaks, 
Eccleſ.9. 7. 5 | ; 
Secondly, that the Lord will make our works 
acceptable to his people , as it is ſaid of David, 
That whatſoever he aid, pleaſed all the people , 2 Sam. 
3.36. And of Mordecat , that he was accepted of the 
multitude of his Brethren, Efth. 19.3. And ſo 
Paul prayed, That his ſervice towards Jeratalens 
might te acceped of the Saints, Rom.15.31, 


2. For| 
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2, For copdonation; for ſince no good works | 
of ours do bear proportion to the rigor and ex- 
aneſs of the Law of God, but that all our righte+-. _— 
ouſef{ 1s as a menitruous cloth, 1ſar, 64. 6. Omnrs 
noſtra hamilis juttitia ,, reFa forſan , ſed on pura , 
ſaith Bernard: And ſince the Lord appointed Aa-|ne yergis 
roz asa_Type of Chriſt, to bear the 1niquity of the.|I[aie,Serm.s. 
holy. things of bis. people, Exod..28. 38. we muſt = 
| therefore confeſs with Sr, Auſtin. that 'our Righte- |{$,7 ivit. 
ouſne fi here conſiſterh . Portis 172.remifſione peccato-|cap.27. Er—— 


rum quam 1n perfetione virtutum, As therefore 974 Creſe 
conn Gram, 


Fob profeſſerh, If 1ſay 1 am perfeft , mine own liv.z c.89. 
mouth . ſhall prove me perverſe, Job 9. 20. And 
David , Enter not into judgement: with thy ſer Uant , 
for in thy ſight no fleſh I:umg ſhall Le juſtified, Pal. 
143.2. And Pal, Though I know nothing by my ſelf, 
yet: am 1 not thereby juſtified, 1 Cor. 4.4, So this | 
holy man Nehemiah prays to be ſpared , as well as to] Th 
be remembred, as knowing that the reward is of | "9P: 33:22, 
mercy, and notof debt, 4 It was a ſweet and gulden|« afuir $aren 

confeſſion which Bernard made, when he thought | inpr-5is cam 

himſelf ro beat the point of death : 7 copfe ff, ſaid | Rr ger 

he, 7 am not wortby , 1 have no merits of mine own to terri u: & tarr 
obtain Heaven Ly: But my Lord had a double right 5%" os hah 
thereunto 9 477 hereditary right as 4508, 4 meritorious dignus ego ie: 

Right 48 a Sacrifice : He was contented with the one(” _— | teſſ = 
Right himſelf, the other right he hath grvea unto me z} ns je 
by the vertue of which oift 1 doe righfully lay claim unto \run. Catorum 


it , aid am not confounded, duplicijure 


E-&; 


ww 


illad obtinens 
dominus meus, 


haredita!epatrir, & merits paſſionis, Altero ipſe contentus, Alterum mihi donat . ex 
| Cujus dons jure illud mibi vendicans non confundor, Gulicl, Abbas in vita Bern, lib. 1. 


| 64P. I2, 
| D 3, For 


ter majores 
inflituerunt ut 
rerum agendcy 
rum, ita dicin- 
di initinm 4 
precationibus 
capere.Plin, 
Panegyr, 


| the Pſalm/# complained of his enemies , That they 


[of our #pocency, and rebuke of our aduerſaries, 


2, For Vindication againſt the miſconſtrution 
ot .crverſe men. Nehemiah had many and gre; 
ad\ crſaries, who faite falſe tumors upon him, 
and were likely to miſrepreſenrall that he did,as 


wrefied his words,Plal. 56.5. , Sodid the encmies 
of Nehemiah pur perverſe conſtructions upon his 
worthy aCtions, Nehe, 6.6,14: And therefore he 
prays unto God toremember him, and to ſtrengthen 
him z to remember rhem,and to rebuke chemYerſ. 


' The Crown of great afions. E- 


9, 14. 
In great ſervices we have all reaſun to minde 
theſe three things ; to beg of God pardon for 'our 


faftings 3. acceptance of our ſervices ;. vindication. 


Now becauſe Nehemiah , as a Governour, had 
work {till ro do z "therefore we may allow this: 
Prayer a Profpe# forward in relation to af1oxs- 
which he was to do - And they ſerve for ſpeciall 
3nftru&:0n uuto us, upon. thar accompt ; For be- 
ſides that, the prayer as to theſe 'aF/0ys , may take 
in the three former particulars, of acsrptance , par- 
don and vindication. Thereare three things more 


Bene & ſapiens | 


which may be compriſed in it under that aſpe& : 
It 15 prayer. ; 

| 1, For counſel and direQion, Rememter me'to 
teach me. I have great and weighty buſineſſes go 
through my hazd and care ; Iam ſubject to errors) 
and miſtakes ; one miſcarriage of mine might ape; 
' the mouths of many to reproach me , might ſad. 


'den the hearts of many who love and honor me, 
' might be of danyerons con fequence to all thy people; 
| P Remember 


IRE 


een at — 
— — 
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—— 


Remember me therefore to teach me, ſhew me the 
way wherein thou wouldſt have me to go ; let nor 
mine igyorance betray me to diſhonour thee, or tv 
inconventence thy 'people. So Dawidprayed , 
Make thy way frraight before my face,Plal. 5. 8. Cauſe 
me to know the way wherein 1 ſhould walk, Plalm 14.3- 
8, So Solomon, 1 am but achilde, 1 know not how to y;4, p;unm 
£0 out or come in: Give me therefore an underſiaud- de rebu Solo. | 
1ng heart, that I may diſcern between good and bad ; nag z- 
For who is able to judge this thy ſo great people? 1 King, | ** 
3. 8,9. The greater the aF1ons ate which we 
undertake, the greater zeed we have to rmplore 
wiſdom for the direction of them; Even wiſdom Mizer i 3n 
to Plough and. Sowe ts aſcribed unto God, Tſar. 28. A Epiew. 
24,29, How much more neceſſary is it in pro- ian & Aa jo 
found and abſtruſe aGions to implore his gig. 57: Afiat 5- 
ance. = - or 40] 
2, For Afiftance ; for when we know what to Xeon. lt 
do, we have weak hearts and weak hands, apt ty |74 #anit, 
be diſconraged, apt to flag and hang down, except |©*: ; 
he be pleaſed to animate and firengrhenthem, and| 
as he hath promiſgd, rhat he w:l hold our hand that 
it may not miſcarry, 1ſai.42.6, We mult all ſay! cerrum oft nes 
as Nehemiah did, Strengthen thou oar hands , Chap. 6.' Bake _ 
9. As Fehoſhaphat did, we have no might , we know | jun a tn; | 


not what to do, 2 Chron. 20.12. And therefore oxy | mus &«. Azg. 
de Grai.t& lib. 


- eyes are upon God ; He tt 15 that girdeth with frengih Py js any 
Pſal. 18.39. Irisnot wethat do any thing , but rs 
the grace of God which is with us, 1 Cor.15,10, Phyl. 
4. 12,13. 1ſa1.26.12. X 

3. For-Szcceff; for when we are taught, and 


f when we are ſtrexgthezed , yet ſtill we muſt wair 
| D 2 upon 
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| 5 c. 3. Pau'ah: [/- i LEE en be fog: 
f 3 ears Miximw give the numbers. ; | 


| which he had, gr ſhould diſpatch: 16 this prayer is 
\a Petition for TOge Sr cas [Reward which the Lord 
ſe 


OO —m— 
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[upon God for his bleſ# ins. We by his, hel may.doe | 


our works , but he reſcrveth it to himſelf as his 
peculiar work to impart the le {1g : We may draw 
the Patent, but the Price onelycan command the 
Seal, and make ir thereby val:d and effefual , Plal. | 
127.1, 2.. Pagl and-Apolls can only. plazt and wa- 

ter, :ut the zcreaſe is from God alone, 1 Cor. 3. 6. 
The race.is not to the ſwift , nor. the.battel.to the ſtrong, 
Fc. But the. power and. prouzdeuce of God oyer- 
ruleth all, Eecleſ-9,11. And when he pleaſeth, an | 
handful of men ſhall diſcomfit a mighty hoſt , as 
Gideon did- the 27;dianites with three hundred 
men: And fowex then ten thouſand Grecrars did 
vanquifh an Army of three hundred thouſand Per 

ſzazs, in the famous battel at. Marathon, as Pauſg- 


Now laſtly, with relation unto all performazcey | 


d 


is mercitully pl to encourage his ſervices by, 
in thoſe great and difficult works wherercunto he 
calleth them ,; whereby not his ſervants onely bur. 
his own.Son, have been animated to endure h er- 


\ zags.and to deſpiſe. ſhame y Heb; 11.:26.& 12.2,. 
| For the expeted promiſes do awaken our. patrerce 


Apoſtle preſled. forward to;the price , Phil. 3. 14. 
| Eought bis fight, pnrſhed his, courſe , kept the Faith, 


| the. Commandments 


in the Lords work, Heb. 10. 36. 2 Cor. 7.1, The 


in- purſuance of that Crows of + Righteouſneſ/ which | 
was ſet teforehim, 2 Tim.4.8. Fot 7 keeping 
there 1s a great Reward ,. Þſal.\ 

| And: 


| 
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"And this indeed is matter of comfort and ep- 
'couragement unto us,. that though the works which 
weare to.do, aredifficult, and we have withdraw- 
7ng hearts, and weak hands, and fainting ſpirits , and; 
potent enemies, and. firong temptations , and having 
[conflicted with all theſe , may haply loſe our 
thanks with men , and poſſibly be rewarded with 


2I 


hatred and ill-will ; yer we work for a Maſfjer who 
remembers all, who keeps an accampr of but a cup 
of cold water, which is given to him. in any of his 


Matth, 10, 24, 


poor ſervants. If a Raven teed his Prophet ;, if Dogs 
lick the ſores of Lazar ; it Rotten rags draw Fe- 


Fob inany ſtead in his afffiF:0ps:; if a Basket be a 
m-a's-to deliver Pal, or Stalks of Flax. to hide 
the Spies of Iſrael; it the cover of a Well do pro- 
cet Davids Intelligencers , if ſpread garments 
land brokez Boughs contribute any thing towards 
the honour of Chriſt, there ſhall be a Record kept, 
and an honourable mention made of the ſervices even 
| of theſe ;7animate crea'ures. Owhata good Loyd 
do we ſerve, who keeps a Book tor-our ſighs, a Bot- 
tlefor our tears,.4 Regiſter for but two Mites caſt 
into his Treaſurie? Who keeps @ Record of 
olcaning. of Barley, dipping In Y:zegar, of a Cake 
of Meale, of a Table , a Stool,.and a Candleſtick, 
and eſteemeth himſelf a debtorfor ſuch poor things 
as men ſcarce value for ord:mary. courteſies 2 Wh 
would not put forth all his ſtrength in the ſervice 
of ſuch a Lord, who takes notice of the leaſt that 
can be done ,. who. rendreth Robes for - Rags, 
| [Crowns for-Crums , turns our water into Wine , 
gives: 


remy from a' Dungeon; it a broken Potſherd heal 


1 King.17..6. 
Luke 16. a1. 
Jere3®.11 
ob a. 8, 
2 Cor, 11. 33. 
F.ſh. 2.6, 
2 Sam. 17, 18, 
19. 


Muth, 21.g. | 


M3]. 3.16. 
Pſal. 56.8, 
Mair.12.42: 
Ruth,2.8,9,- 
14. 


i King. 17. i3, | 
- 


F. 
2 Kin. 43,9, 
I0, | 
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gives 2 weight of glory for light affliifizons, and eter-| 
nal wages for a little momentary ſerurice ? 
- New in thatthis good mar doth as often as he 
makes rhis prayer', make memion-of God- as his 
God, Remember me , O my God: Wee may from 
thence certainly infet?, thar by this conſideration 
: he had bcen greatly animated in his andertatings, 

by the which he was ſo much comforted in the 
þ review of them, and encouraged to pray for a | 

| mercitull- reward unto them. And this leadeth 
{us unto Three O#ſervatiozs , which-I ſhall but; 
name. | | 
- I. That a ſoand faith and particular intereſt in| 
|] God as our God , is a ſpecial principle to quicken 
| lus in great and honorable undertakings. ItſerNehe- 
miah at firſt to improve his relation unto the King 
of Perſia for the good of his people, and the Ciry 
| Fers[alem, Nehem. 1.11. & 2. 4, 8. And bythe 
ſame Argument he encouraged the people to valey 
and reſolution, Neh.4.20. The Church profeſlerh, 
That in the name of their God they would ſet up their | 
| Banners, Pſal.20.5, David wetit unarmed in the 
| confidence of that name againſt Gol:iah, becauſe 
| God was the God of the hoſts of Iſrael, 1 Sam. 17. 
| 45. In all their marches and motions in the ilder- 
neſs,this was their comfort, That they had a God 
which went before them as their Capte/z,who was 
| ableto ſcatter all their enemies, Nam.10. 35, 36. 
Pſal.68.7,8. In this confidence Aſa and Fehoſha- 
phat applicd themſelves to God as their God , and: 
| went oh with courage and c#mfort againſt huge | 
| w—_— of encmics, 2 Chroy. 14. 11, & 20. 6.8 

| II,12, 


— 
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(II,13, Bythisfaith, Gideas, Barak, Sampſaz , <A 
| Fephthah » David, ſubdued Kingdoms , obtatned pro- 
miſes, ſtopped the mouths of L10x8,queached the violence 


of the fire, eſcaped the edge of the Sword, out of weak- 
neſſe were made ftrong , waxed valiant in fioht,@c. 
Heb.11. 32, 34. 

I. Faithis an ave and working grace ; Remem- 
bring your werk of faith, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Thef. I. 
[3. It will not let men be 24le or unfruitfyl, 2 Pet. 1. 
$8. It knows what a 4ack and ſtrength it hath in 


do all things, Phi1.4. 13. And thereupon what it 
findeth to do,it doth wirh its might. + 

2, It is an Herorcal grace,as the Philefopher ſaith 
of wiſdome , That it is viun HW mnworimay, 


we may fay or Fazth. That'it undertaketh the 
molt honourable thing., eyeth great objeRs, purſuerh: 
great exds, looketh upon all thizgs as poſſrble , Mark 
9. 23. and therefore is not diſmayed ar any. 
What an Herorcal Faith was that of Foſhuah, 
whereby he prevailed with Godin prayer to ſtop 
the courſe of the Suzand oo, while 1ſrael was 
avenged on their enemies > Foſh, 10, 12. And 
though Ord:xarily Faithbe not a. Faith of miracles , 
yet it hath a zodlereſſe and a greatneſſe in it,where- 
by it can inthe aſſurance of its izteref in God , ſet 
upongreat a31ons Which are conformable unto his 


will. 


i. -b 


afraidof Men or Devils when it hath made ſure 


Tits $p3a T1 
&4 Ip. 
Clem, Alex, 


the truth and power of God, through whom z cap | ſit ton ſumus 


the knowledge of the moſt hoxourable things ; ſo\ &* Latber. in 


3. It is valiant and a' viforiow Grace, is not 


of God. It quencheth the fiery darts. of Satan it 
OVercomes 


Strom.lib. \® 
Per fidemCbri- 


liberi ab optrts } 
bus. ſed ab opi« | 
v/10nibus ope« i 
ram. Lath. 

Eft 707 vivds 
potens, operoſa, 


Gen. 12. fol. 
I1f34 


| 
Metyhiſ. lib 
Rr 

Fides maxima 
& Heroica 0- 
peratur, Luth. 
in Gen, 29, 
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| Credeudi omnia 
ſuns poſſibilia ; 
fides facit ex 
eo quod nibil eſt 
wes age ex im- 
_ YpoPbbilibus facit 
{| omnia poſſibilia. 
--Figit cor in 
ilud quod om- 
I nino cis abſur- 
Jdum && impoſÞ 
bile, contentum 
verbo. Luth. in 
Gen.'27. fol, 
495. 
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{ overcomes the world': One David having God for 
his God was not afraid of ten thouſand of Armies 
of men, Pſalm 3.6.. & 27. 3. Byhis God, he cap 
run ne through.a Troop,and leap over a wall, and break 
4 Bow of Steele,Plal.18.29. Nothing is invincible 
to Faith, it can level Mountains, Lach. 4.7. Itcan 
more then conquer greateſt difficulties , Rom. $. 
35,37. As oneman by an Engine may move 
Bodtes,which an hundred without 1t could not ftir ; 
ſo by the Ezgrneof Faith , things are many times 
effected, which to Sezſe and Reaſon do ſeem im- 
poſſible. | 
| 4. Iris a patient grace; it is not diſcouraged 
with every Ozftacle , not diſmayed with every ter- 
 riculament, nor wearicd with every encounter; but 
| like Box, or Holly, and ſuch other Trees,retains its 
verdure inthe w:zter, and holds out amidſt all 


miſed mercies are, and doth chearfully preſs for- 
wardstowards them; fays with thoſe in the ?r0- 
phet, Iſar. 25.9. Ti his iS our God, we have waited for 


him, azd be will ſaue us. Faith doth not ſuffer a man 


to draw Lack,but patiently to continue in well-dozng, 
that he may after a little while receive the proms- 
ſes, Heb.10.36,39. Rom.2.7. 

5. Itisa praying grace, Can in every exigent 
and diſtreſs call down inviſible help from God : 
And none go with more vigor about any enter- 
priſe then they , who being backed with potezt 


(friends, and having free accefſſunto great Treaſures, 


are able in any extremity to attain the concurrent 
Counſels,and fuccours of others, to further their de- 


—_— 


| 


| 


difficulties unto the Ezd, knows how near the pyo-|. 


fgns, 
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ſigns, The Apoſtle bids us by Faith to ask wiſ 
don of God, that thereby patievce may go thorow 
and have her perfe# work, Fam. 1.4, 5,6. God 
hath bonoured Fathand Repentance, inthe Goſpel, 
above other graces, becauſe they have a>peculiar 
Vertue to carry us out of our (elves in Prayer uno 
God: And no graces domore promote great afi- 
oze then ſelf-denying graces , when men have exas 
_ won gen elves, we ends, Donefti- 
| cal enterefts, rruate afſeFions, uſually obſtru& 
| noble aoderraings becauſe ſuch men, as as 
forms ariſe, and difficulties ſhake them , 

che proper and ctcrnal merits of the buſineſſe , and 
hold or alter their reſolutions , according as their 
own perſonal hopes or fears do diate unto them. 
_ —_— the _ way to make ſtrong and 
| reſs in any ſcrious employment, is to 
havecad or our God, that in every difficulty we | _ 
may be able to have recourſe unto him for counſel, 
Aniſdbm Sacre, Support, and may be firong 7» the 
Lord, and in the power of his meght. 

IL A$Faith is a ſpecial principle of «Ries in 
great undertakings 3 ſo it is a ipecial ground of com- 
erin the reviewing of them, when we can ſay, In | 
this aJjos , though fall of many difficulties, yer | 
Faith inGod as myGoed, hathupheld me and carri- | | 
cd me through itro theend : I have undertaken 
it, not in mine own , norinche confidence 
png” monte tin _ fear , and | 
comfortable dependence God, I have aimed at 
his glory, _ ub ly ater ;I have norimmix- 
cd nor interwoven 'in i, any carnal goanſtls, or | 


| 


nd cad — 
+ 


ſenfull PEER TR 


> > — ——————. 


ki 


{ TheCrown of great aftions, | 


—__—— 


| feuful projes of mine OWN : I have laboured to keep ; 


a-good Confcience.in doing of minc own duty, and 
haye caſt my{clf upon his holy Providence for the 
event : In this caſe rhe Lord doth ordinarily return 


ſuch an anſwer of Peace to Works thatare done in 
the fear of :his Name , by the Rule of his word , in 
the comfort of his Promeſes , and with ſubmiſſion 
[ro his Provedexce , as that one way or other, ithe 
heart ſhall be able ro take comfort in it : For Faith 
isa. ſuccesful Grace,and hath a promitſe of proſper- 
ing, Beliewe 77 the Lord your God, ſo ſhall you be 
MM. 5 belieuebis Prophets, ſo ſhall you proſper, 
2 Chron.20.20. By Faith 1/rael paſſed through 
the Red Sca, and ſaw the victory of their Faith in 
the ruine of their proud Enemies, Exod. 14. 
Os 31. | | 
EY If the Lord bleſs the undertaking it ſelf , 
witha deſired ſuccefle, Faith hath this comfort, | 
Thar it.is a #leſſing received from the hand of a| 
Eather, an evidence of his Love, an acceſſion unto- 
the gift of his Soz, with whom. he freely giveth all 
other things, Ir is the portion which God hath.gra- 
ciouſly given unto his. ſervant; and though the 
thing given be good itſelf, yer the favor and Bleſ. 
ſing ot God: which comes along with it, is much: 
more excellent ; as the Money in the Mouth of| 
the Fiſh, or the Pearl in the Body of the Oyfter, 
is more precious then that which was the tvehicu- 
lum-of it. | 
-: And 'on the other hand, if the - Lord ſuffer not 
our labors to ſucceed, yet. he is our God himſelf 
_ ; and all deſirable good is eminently--com.-. | 
| piled. 
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—_—_—— H____OS____ 


-- 
—_— -—- - 
ey 


| The Crown of great actions-. ' I * 


priſed in him, who is a God All-ſufficient to thoſe) 
that walk tefore him, and. are upright. Though he 
anſwer me notin the particular, wherein I waited 
upon him, he ever an{wers,Secundum cardinem deſt- 
derit, in ſuch a way as is better for me : Though age Cotfeſ 
the ifſue be not ſecundum woluntatem, according to Pony 
my will, yet its ever ad utilitatem , according to| B2nzrDeur qui 
my profit and good. Paul had not the thing he|qug cg, 1s 
expreſly prayed for , to: have the meſſenger of | « wribuar quod] 
Saran depart from him, bur he had a ſufficiency of | 177% 4s: 
Grace touphold him, which was much berter. And Tray oo 
asa Merchant is not angry with his Factor,though | F***. & Ton. p 
he ſend him not the Commodities he wrote for , if — 
he ſend him thoſe that are ten times more bene-! 19.&' cor. | 
ficial;z no more is a Bel:ever diſpleaſed with the Joan. x. 
good providence of God, when he receives in. i at 5 
anſwer to his Labors and Prayers, not what him- | 
——_ bur what God knew much better for | | 
_— "Wo | 

.: ITI. A ſpecial intereſt in God as our God, is a | 
notable argument in Prajer, for the obtaining of 
argraciuus Reward unto our fincere Services ; for 
upon this ground doth this holy maz thrice deſire | 
to beremembred of God : . And upon this ground | 
did ' our _ SaV:owr | teach his Diſciples to build all 
their Petitions by calling God Our Father..\Tr 15 the | 
Prayer of Faith , the Prayer of a Ryghteous:man. that | 
is effectual, Fam.5,15,16. Forthe Lord will nor | 
hear thoſe that regard in1quity 17 their heart, their | 
Prayer is an: abomination , Pſal. 66. 18. The 
Lordis farfrom the wicked , but he hearerth the 
Prayer of the Righteous Prov.15.29. - Tl 

E 2 Ic 
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| pronofe, yer he | nor himſelf without wi- 
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Kr is29we,, be is leaſed ſomerimes to rake no- 
rioentiuns of Netere,.eud to re-| 
turn ſome anſwer unto them, that even wicked| 
men. may know that it is not in vain even for: 
them to ſeek the Lord ; and therefore ſuch as their: 
Prayers arc, fuch Returns he is pleaſed many times 
to make unto them.. Ss God beard che make of 
Hbmael crying for water, and ſhewed 

Well, Gez..21. 17, 19. He took notice "og 
frail of Aha, and thereupon. reſpired the 
judgement which he had thecatned, 1 King.21.29.. 


— wy gp, and the| 


, yer he gave - to the! 
eto i his Children, Gor. 25..5,6.. Sothe Lord,, 
though hegcſerve his t Reward for the heirs of 


zeff cven amongſt athers , giving ſuch benefit 
—_— asrhey arena nnto him; they 
give none but outward ſer Vices, deſirenone bur aut- 
ward benefits; amd according tothe nature of their: 
ſervices nod appres ,. the anſwereth them: 
"Bndrmanes) oo X the great and 
prayer of Farty, 

prateneg promeſes of the matic op y : can fe 
God'85 & Father by the Sprirzt of his Sax 


;ſe,hath two great advamages above an other 
= Natural Proyer. "om , 


I. Iris ſure to obtain ” for what = 


and miſcarriages proceed from humane infirmity_ 
the Lord his children, & & nar ſr] 
bis own fon that ferueth bim, Mal. 3. 27. and 


Ch ri 


ad + ——__ 


d into the hearts of thoſe who are hewnoft 
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Ebri{t bearing the iniquiry. of our bolythjnge.. 
7 m_ Ir 5s Gre tobcain Speritual Pau thoſe 
holy and fincerc Performances , which proceed 
from the grace and aliflance of the Spirit of 
Chri#t ; the Lord being pleaſed, firſt, by his grace| 
to work all our works tor us, 1/#..26. 12. And 
[then by a ſecond Grace to Reward them, and to. 
Crown his own Mercics in us. For werely there is 8: 
Reward for the Rightrow, Plal. 58..11. Math. 30, 
41. Andthus we receive Grace for Grace.z.qhe 
ace of Remwnergtion for the Grace of Ghedgence ;, 
the Grace of God enabling us to work, and the 
Grace of God rewarding us tor working:for though. 
i be the VVork-which 1s revealed, yer the Reward. 
is But of mans work,bur of Gods Grace, Rom. 4.4, 
& 11. 6. Boththeſe Graces did this holy Nebg- 


— 


. [ab beg,in rhe confidence of his intexeſt iv God as 
* [bis God, Remember me, ©-my God, concerning this ah. 


{o, epdl ſpare me, «cording to the catneſs 39) MOVE), * 
Nohe. 13.22. 'Bemzember aus to NW for = 
fin{ull infirmities ; Remember me to Rewayd me for 
[my _ | wm—yer 9 . _ theſe onely 
Lpanthe accomprt ot thy great Mcexgy.. Nothing 
LS Mercy paſleth by. many 4ins.; nothing | 
but £ Mercy rewardeth weak fervices.. 1 | | 

| Fhavedune with the words, and have from: all 
ata word more to ſay unto you-. VVhae the 0a- 
wee of that great — which God hath 
graciouſly.moved yourhearts to begin ac the 
doors of his Sazfuary, and to conſecrate. yaur 


——— 


ſelves unto, by inquiring of him, and ſeeking of 
him « Right way ,. is "much. better known-- to y-- 
__ 
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then to me , who have little in{peion into ſuch 
things : Bur being a very weighty bulineſs, and 
poſſibly full of varrety and difficulty,and all men be- 
ing ſubje&to Errors and mritakes , to ?mpotezcy and 
| rnfirmity, co (ſinful fa:lizgs and defefs , to difference 
of judgements, and divided affetrons, and all humaze 
afious being obnoxious to miſconſtruftions and | 
various miſcarriages: And God having reſerved 
events and ſucteſſesgin his proper power, it is there- 
[tore:your duty in/all your addreſſes unto afro, to 
make” your firſt applications unto God, that he 
would lead you by his Spir/t,and cauſe you to make 
his 0rd your Co:ſellors ; that he: would work all 
your-works for you , and ſhine upon your courſelsand 
andertakiags,by his ſpecial bletling ;/that he would 
[ preſerve'you trom all miſtakes 8&-miſunderſtand- 
zngs, and pour out upon you a Spirit of wnity and 
ooreement ; that he would forgive all your fa!lizys, 
and'teach you to-approve your hearts and Conſciey- 
cesunto himin well-doing 5 that your labours may 
ſo'be converſant abont treaſures here below,as that 
your hearts and affeions may be upon things a- 
bove; and you may. with ſuch ſincerity, conrage, 
zeal;and holy affe#:0xs, go through the "duties of 
your places and callings here, as that you may be 
able to look backward with comfort upon a fruitful 
life, and forward with Faith and Hope upon a Glori- 
ous Reward , and conclude your 1:ves and your 
laboirs,as Nehemiab doth his Book, with a/Remem- 
ter me, O 'my God for 900d. And ' we ſhould gl! 
learn ſo to lead our lives, with ſuchan eye'to Gol 
word and Rule, to his Glory and. hozonry-to the 
x ſervice 


——_ 


Ty 


|_3! 
fervice of his Charch and our Gezeration ; to be! 2 
fo diligent, careful, prudent, ſincere, truſty,faith- 
(ful, in everyſervice which lieth upon us , as that 
[when we come to die , and give up our accompts 
to him, we may be able to ſay , Lord, I have been | 
'farthful inthat [:ttle ſervice wherein thou haſt em- 
|ployed me , let me now epter into my Maſters joy: 
|T have remembred thy Name, to glorifie thee : I 
have remembred- thy People, to ſerve them : I 
have remembred thy Houſe, and the Offices there- 
of : I have remembred-the :dow, the Fatherleſs,the 
'Poor and Helpleſs, to provide for them : I have re- 
'membred every truſt impoſed upon me, and have 
nor by any welful imadil:gence, imprudence, or nn- 
farthfulneſs betrayed it, bur have [aboured to adorn 
my general calling y ſcucertty and fidelity in my 
particular calling :: And .now, be thou graciouſly 
pleaſed:to remember me fer good, and to ſpare me __ 
cording to the multitude of thy mercies, 
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